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THE concert last week in aid of the project for establishing a
municipal band in London reminded me of the late Edmund
Gurney's demand for an orchestra for the East End. If I had my
way in the matter the money should not be raised by a concert
and a subscription list, as if the London County Council were a
distressed widow: a fitter course would be to levy the cost by the
strong hand of the tax-collector on the thousands of well-to-do
people who never go to a concert because they are "not musical/'
but who enjoy, all the same, the health-giving atmosphere which
music creates. Just as the river is useful to men who do not row,
the bridges to West Enders who never cross them, and the rail-
ways to the bedridden, so the provision of good music and plenty
of it smooths life as much for those who do not know the
National Anthem from Rule Britannia, as for those who can
whisde all the themes in the Ninth Symphony. Now that we have
renounced the hideous absurdity of keeping up Waterloo Bridge
out of the halfpence of the people who actually go over it, it is
pitiable to have to go back to that ridiculous system for a town
band. We certainly want such a band, though not because private
enterprise has been behindhand in the matter. On the contrary,
it is because private enterprise every Sunday sends a procession,
religious or Radical, past my windows every five minutes or so?
each headed by a band, that I feel the need for some model of
excellence to hold up to these enthusiastic instrumentalists. In
Lancashire and Yorkshire there are, it is computed, twenty
thousand bandsmen.

When I was in Bristol some time ago, a fifteen minutes* walk
through the working-class quarter on Sunday morning brought
me across three bands, two of them by no means bad ones. In
London you can, on the occasion of a big "demonstration," pass
down a procession miles long without ever being out of earshot
of at least two bands. The cultured class sometimes, when suffer-
ing from an attack of nerves, wants the band-playing class to be
. dispersed and silenced; but this cannot now be effectively done,
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